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in Libertyville. 
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President’s Message: by Andy Plasz 
 
Greetings Gardeners,  
 
Well 2020 is upon us.  Welcome back to what should be 
another great year of gardening. The month of 
December has been almost totally free of snow after 
having it on the ground from two large holiday 
snowfalls on Halloween and Veteran’s Day.  We have 
had some very cold weather followed by warm days and 
nights, but the soil has pretty much stayed frozen and I 
have seen no sign of heaving from plants in the ground.  

Seed catalogs have started to arrive 
and there are some interesting new 
items in them.  January is the month 
to peruse the catalogs and get your 

orders in for the 2020 growing season.   The late John 
Mansnerus always used to say that every gardener 
should try to grow something new every year.  
Although, I believe that most of us do that, if you do 
not, this is the time to start. 
 
 Our January program should not be missed. Jerry 
Cleland will be our speaker. He will talk on the 
composition and evaluation of photos. We will also 

have our annual photo contest.   Jerry 
has been running our photo contest 
since 2006. The year before Jerry and I 
visited a nature photography club that 
meets at Volo Bog.  Jerry got some of 

their members to give us a program on taking photos 
and the rest is history.  Almost all of our club members 
who participate in the contest have become much more 
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proficient photographers and produce beautiful 
pictures. 
For those of you who missed it, we had one GREAT 
annual holiday dinner.  A big thanks to Chuck and Laurie 

Austin for getting the chicken and 
everything organized and to all of 
the members of the supporting 
cast who helped and brought 
those outstanding side dishes and 
desserts. This club has some of 

the finest gardeners to be found anywhere and some of 
the best cooks.  I found it very uplifting looking around 
the room to see so much camaraderie, socializing and 
good will amongst this fine group of gardeners. 
 
 We have two folk who were not present to get their 
awards at the dinner. Those will be awarded when they 

come to a meeting.  Congratulations to 
Jan Van der Wagt for getting the 
Bronze Medal; it was certainly earned 
and well deserved.   Jan was also the 
Rose Garden Volunteer of 2019 and 
won Best of Show at the Mini Show 

with a red cabbage. Janice Paulson again won the 
monthly plant competition by consistently bringing in 
good entries.  And lastly, we honored Terry Webb, who 
is a nonmember, who along with his wife Susan, have 
attended the last several annual dinners.  Terry was 
presented with a plaque for outstanding service in the 
Lynn Arthur Rose Garden in Cook Park.  Since he took 
the rose course we used to offer in the evening school 
in the spring of 2005, he has helped in the rose garden 
every year.  Terry accumulated more than 500 hours of 
volunteer service over that time period.   In fact, in 
three of those 15 years, he would have won the annual 
plaque given to the member with the most hours that 
year.   This recognition was earned and we are thankful 
for all of his effort over those years.   Congratulations to 
all the winners.  
 
Let us start out our new year with a good turnout in 
January! 
Andy Plasz 
President, Gardeners of Central Lake County 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This Month’s Club Activity: 
Jan 13- Photo Contest – Jerry Cleland  
For 2020 photo contest, the theme is “Edibles.” Photos 
will be on the display at the January 13 meeting. You 
will have an opportunity to vote for the photos taken by 

our gardener friends. Jerry will also talk about club 
calendar. 
Future Programs for 2020 
Feb 10 Barnswallow – A Wild Bird Concern – Birds of 
Prey and Their Amazing Stories- Linda Breuer  
Linda from Barnswallow, a private, not for profit state 
and federally licensed wild bird rehabilitation and 
education center, is dedicated to the rehabilitation of 
injured and orphaned songbirds and raptors with the 
goal of restoring them to freedom in the wild. What 
brings birds to Barnswallow? They arrive for several 
different reasons. Linda will discuss the many causes 
that result in birds becoming orphaned and injured. She 
will cover our plummeting bird populations and what 
we can do to help. Program includes live birds of prey. 
 
March 9 – How do Homeowners Help our Honey Bees? 
– Justin and Jerry Cleland  
This presentation will describe how honey bees create 
honey, what goes on inside of their hives, and what 
home owners can do to help this process. Some of the 
major pressures on local bees will be described and 
potential solutions will be offered.  
 
April 13 –- Insects of Lake County  
Ryerson Woods/LCFP        
Insects of Lake County: Learn about the insects found in 
your backyard, their life cycles, and the difference 
between the beneficial and harmful insects. We will 
cover some organic means of controlling the harmful 
insects.  
 
May 11 –- It’s Not a Bug, It’s Abiotic  
by Sharon Yiesley, Horticultural Services    
Abiotic?? What does that mean? This word refers to 
problems that are NOT caused by a living pest (insect or 
disease). Abiotic problems have non-living causes like 
weather, poor planting techniques, soil problems, etc. 
We often focus on problems caused by pests, but these 
abiotic problems are often more common and 
widespread. Learn what they are so you can recognize 
what is going on in your garden. 
 
June 8 – Mini Plant Show 
 
July 17 Annual Picnic 5pm 
 
August- No Meeting 
 
Sept  14    (Veggie Tasting) The New Fall Cleanup  
by Kim Ellson        



 

 

As devoted gardeners, we have traditionally always 
prepared our gardens for winter by diligently cutting 
down and removing all dead growth.  So what has 
changed?  We now know so much more than we did in 
the past, and in particular how our management of our 
garden can have dramatic impacts on wildlife.  Did you 
know that some of your favorite butterflies need that 
dead growth to overwinter and survive another season?  
Learn why more and more people are now embracing a 
new approach to fall cleanups and how you too can 
make a positive change. 
 
Oct 12- Permaculture Gardening- by Alicia Dodd    
Alicia is the creator and manager of the Fremont 
Township Community Garden and will be sharing a 
Permaculture approach to managing our environment 
that conserves resources, encourages biodiversity, and 
brings our surroundings to life! Join us as she shares 
lessons learned with integrated pest management, 
weed control, and plant selection for successful 
chemical-free gardening.   She’s happy to address 
questions on organic gardening, native plants, drip 
irrigation, building with natural materials, green roofs, 
fermenting, erosion control, rain gardens, and building 
community.     
Nov 9 Pie Social & Seed-Swap 
 
Dec 6 - Annual Meeting and Holiday Party - 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Merging lanes 
By Janice Paulson 
Gardeners tend to plant things in rows 
Each to their own kind 
Mix up your bounty 
Cast your seeds so that they mix 
Enjoy the beauty of each for what they are 
Relish in the uniqueness of the diversity 
And the mosaic of the life created 
People also need to move out of their row or lane 
Listen to the thoughts and perspectives 
With an open heart and mind 
Humanity works best when we work together 
Experience the tapestry of life 
Merge your lanes and widen your life 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2019 Rose Garden Award- Andy Plasz 
Twenty seven folk, 18 GCLC members and 9 non 
members contributed to the rose garden effort in 2019.  
The work ranged from, the pruning party in the Plasz 
garage, leaf removal, planting the pruned bushes, 
watering, weeding, deadheading the spent bloom, 

excavating 100+ bushes with rose rosette, planting 69 
replacement perennials in June, routine summer 
maintenance and finally covering the beds for winter in 
October.  The top ten volunteers with the most hours 
are listed below. Please note that half of the top ten are 
ladies! A big  thank you  to everyone who came out 
even if it was one appearance for only a few hours.   
Every little bit helps.  This coming spring when we have 
twice as many new roses to prune and plant we will 
need all the extra help we can get, so come on out and 
have some fun in the dirt. 

Name No. of Hours 
Jan Van der Wagt                            72 
Jan Smith                                         49 
Terry Webb                                     49 
Laurie Austin                                   47 
Karen O’Hayer                                37 

    Jerry Cleland                                   36 
Andy Kimmel                                 34 
Val Van der Wagt                           32 
Chuck Austin                                  21 
Yung Borodkin                                17 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Winter solstice 
By Janice Paulson 
 
The glistening shadow of the winter night  
descends upon the frigid land 
 
The barren trees stand like stately statues 
against the crisp starry night 
 
Midnight blue spider web shadows 
dabble the crystalline snow from the interlaced 
branches above 
 
Polar winds sway the chattering branches and you can 
hear 
the creaking of old leather saddles of ghost riders in the 
sky 
 
The growing whisper of a new dawn 
awaits for those who listen to the night 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2019 Monthly Plant Competition 
If you have something that looks good to you, why don't 
you bring it to the monthly meeting and enter it in the 
competition. You never know it may be the best flower 
of the show. It is worth giving a try. 
  



 

 

2019 Year to Date Winners of Plant Competition 
Janet Paulson wins 2019 Award  
At the December 2019 annual dinner, Janice Paulson 
won the monthly plant competition award for the 
fourth time in the last 6 years.  The big part of her 
success is that she plans and brings something every 
month!  She transports her entries very carefully and 
has her made many times ahead of arriving.   We had 15 
different exhibitors this year.   
 
Name  Points 
Janice Paulson 110 
Karen O’Hayer                  75 
Janet Schockmel                62 
Jerry Cleland                      45 
Sarah O’ Brien                   45 
Laurie Austin                      23 
Pat Scales                            22 
Val Van Der Wagt              15 
Cathy Nardo                        15 
Andy Plasz                          10 
Arlene Doran                           5 
Sue Worley                             5 
Subhash Deodhar                         3 
Corrie Glass                             3 
Paul Zimmerman                     3 

 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
December Meeting- Annual Dinner 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
McHenry County EMG Field Trip-  
Madison WI Garden Expo 2/8/20 
Please join the McHenry County Extension Master 
Gardeners as we take a bus trip to the Wisconsin 
Garden Expo, on Saturday, February 8th.  We will leave 
from the McHenry County Extension office promptly at 
8:30 am, arriving approximately 10:30am.  The bus will 
return to the McHenry County Extension office at 
approximately 5:30 pm.  Please register all guests 
separately so we have an accurate count.  There is a $35 
per person fee, which includes water and snacks on the 
bus, as well as entrance ticket to the show. 
This is similar to the Chicago Flower & Garden Show 
with more vendors and educational classes. For a 
complete list of vendors, go to 
www.WiGardenExpo.com. The list of educational 
breakout sessions can be found at the above website, 
also. 
Garden Expo Features  
• Learn new techniques at more than 150 free seminars 
and demos  
• Explore 85,000 square feet of vendors, plant 
professionals, nonprofits and artists sharing ideas and 
trends.  
• Meet dozens of landscaping professionals who can 
help deliver your landscape dream.  
• Talk with UW horticulture experts on hand for 
innovative tips and problem-solving.  
• Relax in the tranquil central garden— courtesy of 
Wisconsin Nursery & Landscape Association.  
• Purchase seeds, tools and everything else you need to 
be ready when the ground thaws. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Trip is NON-refundable unless trip is cancelled due to 
lack of participation (or someone is willing to buy your 
ticket!). 
Concessions are located in the lobby, exhibition hall and 
atrium. Options include salads, soup, sandwiches, 
coffee, yogurt and pastries. The Alliant Energy Center 
maintains a strict policy that no outside food can be 
brought into the show. 
Please register HERE 

http://www.wigardenexpo.com/
https://web.extension.illinois.edu/registration/?RegistrationID=21422

