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Secateur Submission deadline: 25th of each month
Gardeners of Central Lake County’s Website:
http://www.gardenersofcentrallakecounty.org/
Monthly Board Meetings: 7 p.m.
The board meets the first Wednesday of the month at
359 Merrill Court, Libertyville (just west of Milwaukee
Ave, just south of Winchester Road.)
The club meetings are held on the second Monday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. in the CrossLife Evangelical Free
Church on the SE corner of Garfield Ave and Austin Ave.
in Libertyville.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

SAVE THE DATE: Holiday Party Dec. 8

At the November meeting we celebrated our annual pie
social with a delicious variety of pies and pastries.
Thanks to all our bakers! We also held our fall seed
swap, which featured a good mix of annual, perennial,
herb and vegetables seeds, including some unusual
varieties. Thanks to our members who shared their
experiences with growing plants from
seed; I learned some useful tips!
Remember that our photo contest
theme is Edibles. The photo contest
will be held at the January meeting. Photos should be
submitted to Jerry Cleland by Dec 15.
We are looking forward to our annual
Holiday Party and Dinner on Sunday,
December 8 at the St. Lawrence
Episcopal Church in Libertyville. Set up
begins at 3:30, reception at 4:00, and dinner at 5:00. Pat
Meehan is taking reservations for this event. The main
course will be chicken and mini meatballs from
Mariano's, accompanied by appetizers, salads, side
dishes and desserts provided by our members. Bring
your appetites and holiday spirit. There will be plenty of
beer, wine and apple cider. Hope to see you there!
If you have not done so, please remember to pay your
2020 dues at the Holiday Party. Janice Paulson will be

collecting dues (cash or check): $20 for an individual
membership and $30 for a family membership.

of you for helping to make 2019 a great year for the
Gardeners of Central Lake County!

Here is the slate of candidates for our 2020 Board of
Directors. Election of officers will take place at our
Holiday Party and Annual Dinner:
President: Val Munchez-van der Wagt
1st Vice President, Programs: Delores O’Connell
2nd Vice President, Membership: Janice Paulson
Treasurer: Arlene Doran
Recording Secretary: Open
Newsletter Editor: Rekha Deodhar
Directors: Cindy Julian, Chuck Austin, Jan van der Wagt,
Donna Hughes, Corrie Glass, and Pat Scales

Happy Holidays!
Karen O’Hayer
President, Gardeners of Central Lake County
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please consider joining our Board of Directors by filling
the open secretarial position. We have a great group of
people on the board, and I think you’d enjoy working
with us. This is a volunteer organization, and we need
your help to keep the club thriving!
It has been my pleasure to serve as the club president
over the past four years. I have seen first-hand the
energy, creativity, and dedication of our members who
make this club successful. I’ve made many friends along
the way, and I look forward to remaining active on the
board as a past-president.
During my time as president, the club has maintained
most of our old traditions and adopted some new ones.
New activities that I’ve especially enjoyed are the seed
swaps, member arts and craft shows, local field trips,
and the member garden open-houses. We also began
the tradition of making a yearly charitable contribution
to the Green Youth Farm. Each of these activities
started with a suggestion by one of our members. If you
have ideas to improve your experience in the club,
please share them. We would love to hear from you!
Our club provides many opportunities for members to
get involved throughout the year, from the spring plant
sale and Green Living Fair to our summer picnic and our
fall seed swap and year-end holiday party. Throughout
the year we provide a series of informative programs,
opportunities to participate in plant and photography
competitions, a terrific newsletter, and great food and
camaraderie. During the growing season, we support
the community gardens and maintain the beautiful
public rose garden in downtown Libertyville. We
accomplish all this and more through the contributions
of our talented and dedicated members. Thanks to each

This Month’s Club Activity:

December 8- Holiday Party & Annual Dinner
Place: St. Lawrence Episcopal Church in Libertyville.
Time: Reception at 4 pm, and dinner at 5 pm.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Future Programs for 2019

Jan 13- Photo Contest – Jerry Cleland
For 2020 photo contest, the theme is “Edibles.” Photos
will be on the display at the January 13 meeting. You
will have an opportunity to vote for the photos taken by
our gardener friends. Jerry will also talk about club
calendar.
Feb 10 Barnswallow – A Wild Bird Concern – Birds of
Prey and Their Amazing Stories- Linda Breuer
Linda from Barnswallow, a private, not for profit state
and federally licensed wild bird rehabilitation and
education center, is dedicated to the rehabilitation of
injured and orphaned songbirds and raptors with the
goal of restoring them to freedom in the wild. What
brings birds to Barnswallow? They arrive for several
different reasons. Linda will discuss the many causes
that result in birds becoming orphaned and injured. She
will cover our plummeting bird populations and what
we can do to help. Program includes live birds of prey.
March 9 – How do Homeowners Help our Honey Bees?
– Justin and Jerry Cleland
This presentation will describe how honey bees create
honey, what goes on inside of their hives, and what
home owners can do to help this process. Some of the
major pressures on local bees will be described and
potential solutions will be offered.

-------------------------------------------------------------------Photo Contest:
Hurry up! Time is running out!
Submit your photos by Dec.15
2020 photo contest theme is “Edibles” so we hope our
members will continue to photograph plant- and
garden-related subjects while
also uniquely incorporating
subjects from the annual
theme into their photos. As
always, there is no
requirement that photos entered into the contest must
contain thematic objects. Members who have entered

the contest in the past report that having a theme
makes the process more interesting both in terms of
finding subjects for their own photographs and also in
viewing how other members interpreted the theme.
Member participation was good again this year, and we
hope that will continue forward in the upcoming years.
We especially encourage members who have not
participated in the past to consider submitting their
own garden-related photos to our contest that will be
held in January 2020. As seen in previous contests,
entering a winning photo does not require an expensive
camera. Many of the winning photos for the past
several years have been taken with cell phone cameras.
While it may take a couple of tries for a newcomer to be
selected as one of the top 20 photos, our goal in
beginning this contest over 10 years ago was to make
ourselves better garden photographers. As you
witnessed in the photos displayed for this year’s
contest, we improve our skills each year.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

November Meeting

2019 Monthly Plant Competition - November
Name

Best of the Show
Sarah O’Brien
First Place

Karen O’Hayer
Janet Schockmel

Entry

Points

Christmas Cactus

10

Succulent Garden
Plant not known

5
5

-------------------------------------------------------------Happy Holidays!

-------------------------------------------------------------Merry Christmas!

