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The spring equinox is behind us and signs of spring are
everywhere. The robins have returned, the crocuses are
blooming, and gardeners are itching to get their hands
in the dirt. This year, Mark Twain's quote regarding
spring seems very appropriate: "In the spring, I have
counted 136 different kinds of weather inside of 24
hours."
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Secateur Submission deadline: 25th of each month
Gardeners of Central Lake County’s Website:
http://www.gardenersofcentrallakecounty.org/
Monthly Board Meetings: 7 p.m.
The board meets the first Wednesday of the month at
359 Merrill Court, Libertyville (just west of Milwaukee
Ave, just south of Winchester Road.)
The club meetings are held on the second Monday of
the month at 7:00 p.m. in the CrossLife Evangelical Free
Church on the SE corner of Garfield Ave and Austin Ave.
in Libertyville.
13 good reasons to join the Club!
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A spring ritual many of us share is growing seedlings
indoors under lights. It's truly rewarding to grow
healthy, beautiful plants from seed and have them
ready to transplant into the garden when the
temperatures are right. This year, several of our
members are experimenting with another method of
seed starting, called winter sowing; with this method,
seeds are started outdoors in mini-greenhouses made
from plastic milk/water jugs. If you are using this
method, remember that the temperatures inside the
jugs are much higher than the ambient temperatures.
Be sure to protect your seedlings on warm, sunny days,
by opening up the jugs and/or moving them into the
shade.
Whether you are
propagating plants by
winter-sowing, starting
seeds indoors, or
making plans to divide
your perennials, please
donate as many plants
as you can to our club's plant sale, which will be held on
Saturday, May 13th. If you have extra plastic pots you
can donate to other club members, please bring them

to the April 10th meeting. Let's all pull together to
make this year's plant sale a big success!
Tending the Lynn Arthur
Public Rose Garden in
downtown Libertyville is a
public service our club has
provided since the garden
was established in 1952.
Each spring we uncover and
clean up the rose bushes under the guidance our very
own rosarian, Andy Plasz. We will meet at the Rose
Garden on two Saturday mornings, April 1 and April 8,
to get the garden ready for spring visitors. Please join
us for this important club effort. I guarantee you will
appreciate this beautiful garden even more after
volunteering a few hours of your time.
Our club is one of the
sponsors of the Libertyville
Gardens, a community
garden located on the
property of The Chapel, at
1200 American Way, in
Libertyville. Volunteers
are needed on two
Saturday mornings: April 15 (to paint the stakes) and
April 22 (to stake out the plots, weather permitting). If
you can help with either of these spring activities,
please let me or Jan Van der Wagt know.
The Green Living Fair was held on March 18 at the
Libertyville Civic Center. A big thank-you to Jan Kirch
for coordinating our club's participation. And thanks to
the many members who prepared display or hand-out
materials and who took shifts at our booth during the
fair. It was lots of fun and great exposure for the club.
At the March 13 club
meeting, Alison Parker, of
Radical Root Farm,
presented an interesting
program on "The
Importance of Organic
Growing and Eating."
Thanks to Andy Plasz and Jerry Cleland for running the
meeting in my absence.
I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming club
meeting on April 10, where our speaker will be Julie
Janoski, of Janoski Design, who will present a program
entitled "the Inviting Front Yard."
Think spring!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

This Month’s Club Activity:
April 10
The Inviting Front Yard
Julie Janoski, Janoski Designs

Future Programs for 2017

May 8
Coyotes and Other Canines of Lake County
Melissa Alderson, Ryerson Conservation Area
Lake County Forest Preserves
May 13
Plant Sale
Crawford Warming House
8:30-11 am
June 12
Fairy Gardening
Kim Hartman
Countryside Flower Shop, Nursery and Garden Center
June 24 Garden Walk
July 14
Annual Picnic
Old School Forest Preserve, Shelter D
5 pm
July 19-21
Gardeners of America National Convention
Cleveland
July 22
Community Gardens Open House & Tour
9-11 am
September 11
Mini Flower Show, Veggie Tasting
October 9
Growing Native Plants from Seed
Lake County Forest Preserves
November 13
Pie Social
December 3
Holiday Party and Annual Dinner
St. Lawrence Episcopal Church
3 pm Setup, 4 pm reception and 5 pm dinner
For more information contact Cindy at 847-772-2186 or
juliancindy@hotmail.com

For useful gardening articles go to:
http://gardenersofcentrallakecounty.org/articles/

Nursery Plants, Pollinators and Neonics
- Arlene Doran
It is very likely that you have heard of the pesticides
called neonicotinoids.
They are used extensively in agriculture and by
nurseries and home gardeners. They are very effective
pesticides. However they have a downside, and
gardeners should be aware of the possible harm they
can do while planning your plant shopping.
Neonicotinoids can be applied to a seedling in a nursery
and be taken up by the plant, and remain active in the
plant for a year or more. That staying power means the
chemical is in the pollen and nectar of the flowers the
plant produces.
The amount of pesticide in
the pollen is not going to
directly kill the bee or
butterfly that feeds on it,
but the insect is weakened,
and studies show bees are
negatively affected by exposure to these chemicals.
Studies in the UK also link declines in butterfly
populations to neonicotinoid use.
What to do? Here are the recommendations I found
from several articles.
Ask the nursery staff if plants have been treated with
neonicotinoids. Some big retailers are going to be
labeling plants that have been treated. Look for
‘organically grown’ label. The recommendation to
remove flowers for the first year seems pretty
unrealistic, but would work for the very organized.

flavor to the world. However, we are living in such an
interesting time. Home gardeners are being asked to
play a part to help our threatened butterflies, create
native habitats and create something lovely and safe for
even the insects.
My references: Xerces Society, Texas A&M Agrilife,
Royal Society Extension Publishing.
--------------------------------------------------------------------Calling All Gardeners and Seed Savers!
Fremont Library is starting a seed lending library, and is
currently accepting donations of cleaned and dried
seeds from open-pollinated or heirloom vegetables,
flowers, herbs, or native plants.
We can only accept seeds if you include the following
information:
--who it was collected by
--year collected
--species and/or common name and variety
Put each variety in a separate envelope or zipper bag,
so we can sort them for distribution. Donations can be
left at the Readers Services desk on the 1st floor.
Seeds will be available for "check out" beginning in
March.
------------------------------------------------------------------------Cheerios is giving away wildflower seeds to help the
bees. Check out the link below.

http://www.cheerios.com/bringbackthebees/form
----------------------------------------------------------2017 Monthly Plant Competition - March
- Andy Plasz
In the month of March, we had entries of beautiful
Orchids and Snowdrops.

Name

Pesticide containers tell you what you are buying, but
only in the small print.

Best of the
Show
Jerry Cleland
First Place
Jerry Cleland

If your pesticide contains one of the following
chemicals, it is a neonicotinoid.

Jerry Cleland

We have to be careful about what pesticides we are
bringing into our gardens, too.

Acetamiprid, Clothianidin, Dinotefuran, Imidacloprid
Nitenpyram, Thiocloprid, Thiamethoxam
Most gardeners I know really don’t like dealing with
chemical lists, we just want to add some beauty and

Janice Paulson

Entry

Dendrobium
Orchid (pink)
Dendrobium
Orchid
(orange)
Dendrobium
Orchid
Snowdrops

Points
10

5
5
5

2017 Year to Date Results
Name

Jerry Cleland
Karen O’Hayer
Sarah O’Brien
Janice Paulson

March Meeting Photos
Points
20
15
10
10

If you have something that looks good to you, why don't
you bring it to the monthly meeting and enter it in the
competition. You never know it may be the best flower
of the show. It is worth giving a try.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Worm Casting Last Chance

April meeting -your last chance for 2017 castings
Can’t make the meeting? Call or email Andy Plasz

